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EMIAETMENEX ANAKOINQXEIX EAAHNQN EPEYNHTON

@ HELICOBACTER PYLORI DIVERSITY AND GENETIC FLEXIBILITY: A ROLE FOR
COMH?

K. Kostidis’, K. D. Bardhan? J. R. Sayers’
"Henry Wellcome Laboratories for Medical Research, University of Sheffield Medical School, Shef-
field, 2Gastroenterology, Rotherham General Hospital, Rotherham, United Kingdom

Aims: Many organisms, including H. pylori share the property of the uptake of foreign
DNA (competence), mainly used for genetic transformation. H. pylori alone possesses
the unique comH gene which has been linked to competence (Smeets et al., 2000). We
were able to express and purify the ComH protein in our earlier work (Kostidis et al.,
2005). Our aims are to determine the level and degree of ComH interaction with DNA
and to identify the location of this unique protein within the cell.

Methods: H. pylori strain 26695 was cultured and comH was amplified by PCR
from the genomic DNA, cloned and expressed in various expression vectors. Antibodies
against ComH were raised in rabbits and the antisera was used to detect the location of
the protein in vivo. A range of nuclease and DNA-binding assays were also used.

Results: The protein expressed in the pGEX-KG system was solubilised, partially
purified and used to grow antibodies. For use in functional assays, comH was cloned and
expressed in pET21b. The resulting protein was purified through a combination of affinity
and ion exchange chromatography. ComH was tested for nuclease activity by means of
liquid nuclease assays and DNA-substrate SDS-PAGE under various conditions. No nuclease
activity was detected. Nevertheless, ComH was able to bind ssDNA in electrophoretic
mobility assays, with a binding constant (K4) of 36 nM at pH 7. ComH antisera showed
that the protein is located in the outter membrane and that it is surface exposed.

Conclusion: This is the first time ComH, a unique protein throughout nature, has
been expressed, purified and partially characterised. Against expectation, it is not a
nuclease but it is able to bind ssDNA with high efficiency. Its exact function remains
unknown but we presume it is in some way essential in internalising DNA. The fact that
it preferentially binds to ssDNA suggests the existence of and interaction with a helicase.
Due to the position of ComH and the degree of its association with the membrane, we
were unable to identify any interacting proteins.
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EMIAETMENEX ANAKOINQXEIX EAAHNQN EPEYNHTON

® ANIXNEYZH KAI ATTOMONQOZH AINO TON IAIO AZOENH IZOIONIAIAKON XTE-
AEXQN H. PYLORI (HP) ME AIA®OPETIKO APIOMO OEXEQN ®OQXDOPYAIQXHX
EPIYA-C XTHN MPOTEINH CagA

EI. MNavayiwTomovAov’, A. Xyobpag’, K. MNamaddkog’, B. Martinez', X. MiyémouvAog?, I.
Mavtlopng?®, E. Puat, A. Mevtiig' kau A. Apxiuavépitng®

'Epy. latpikig MikpoioAoyiag, E.I. Pasteur, Taotpevrepoloyikég KAivikég, Noa. 2“AXeEavdpa’” kat
3Evayyediopds”,*1 Maudiarpikr) KAivikig Noo. MNaidwv “Ay. Zogia”, kai 52" [aBoAoyikr KAvikd,
Noo. “ITrrokpareio”, latpikr XxoAr] EKMA

ZKOTOG POG ATAV O XAPOKTNPIOHSS Twv B€oewv EPIYA TOTTou A:EPIYAKVNK, B:
EPIYAQVAKK, C:EPIYATIDDLG tng mpwTeivng CagA KAIVIK@OV oTeAeXxwdv Hp, BI6TI peTd
amé PwoEOpPLAIWOT OTIG eV AGYw BE0EIG OTO YOOTPIKG emONAIOKG KOTTOPX, N CagA
amopLBPICEl ONUOVTIKOUG HOPIGKOUS PNXAVIOHOUS TTOU OUVOEOVTAI PE KOPKIVIKI
eCaMoyn.

YAIk6 ka1 pé0odog: e 101 cagA-BeTikG KAIVIKG oTeAéxn Hp, n 3’-mepioxr] Tou
yovidiou cagA moMamAaoidotnke pe PCR pe xprion e1dikdv ekkivntdyv (EPIYA PCR),
£yive avéryvaon oAAnAovxiag Twv TPoiGVTwV Kol TTPoodlopioTnKe 0 apiBpOs Kal TO-
oG TV B€0ewV EPIYA PTG atré 0TOIXI01 TOUG. & GAEG TIG TEPITITWOEIS 1 EKPPAOT
TN mpwTeivng CagA avixvelBnke He avooooTUTTwOoN KaT& Western oe eKyLAIOHOTO
OAIKWV TTPWTEIVWV 0T6 GUYKOAAIEPYEIEG YOOTPIKWY ETTIONAIOKWOV KUTTAPWY KOl KAI-
VIKGOV OTEAEXQV.

Amrotedéoparta: e 91 TepIMTOOEIG TTAPATNPRONKE éva Hovadiké Tpoidv PCR
vtrodnAddvovTag TTapovoia CagA TpwTeivng pe eTavadapPavipeveg B€ocig EPIYA og
ouvdvaopols ABC (n=70), ABCC (n=17), ABCCC (n=2), ABABC (n=1) ka1 AC (n=1).
AvTiBeTa, o€ 10 epIoTATIKG TTopaTnprRdnkav 0o PCR trpoidvTa ou urodnAwvav
ouvoTTopén 2 OTEAEX®V OTOV (010 aoBevr| pE O10POPETIKG apIBpS EPIYA atnv CagA,
To oTroio emIRePaidONKE Kol oTTé TNV €kppaon Twv epépous CagA TTPWTEIVAOV. X
QUTG TO TIEPIOTATIKG, OGKOAOUONOE AP HEHOVOHEVMVY ATTOIKI®V TTOV TUTTOTTOIRON-
kav pe RAPD PCR. Ta rpoiévta EPIYA PCR k&Be oTeAEX0UG KAWVOTTOIONKOVY KOl £YIVE
avéyvwar aAAnAouxiog. Xe OAeG TIG TEPITITOOEIG SIATIOTWOONKE OTI ETTPOKEITO YIOK
100YOVIOIOKG OTEAEXN pe DIaPOPETIKG apiBud EPIYA-C 6éoewv otnv CagA. Mo cuyke-
KPIPEVa, avixvebBnkav Aoigadéelg pe (evyn oTeAexwv Touv 1oL ABC-ABCC (n=6),
AB-ABC (n=2) ko a1d pia Twv ToOmTwv ABC-ABCCC, ABCC-ABCCCC.

Zupmépaopa: TUTTOTTOINOAHE ETITUXWDS KAIVIKG OTEAEXN Hp ava@opikG pe Tov
apIBpo ko cuvbuvoous Twv BEoewv Pwagopuliwong EPIYA Tng CagA mpwTeivng.
EmmAéov, oe TooooT6 10% TOU defYHOTOG dIATTIOTWOApE TNV UTTAPEN 1I00YOVISIOK®Y
oTeAeXWV oTOV iB10 aoBevr], T omroia e€€ppadav CagA TTpwTeivn pe dIAPOPETIKG
ap1Bpé emravoAfpewv EPIYA-C. H diagpopd auTr| avTikaTomTpider pia T&orn duvopikig
eCENIENG Twv oTeAeXV Hp péoa oTov EevioTr|, pe AYvwoTn HEXP! OTIYHAS ETTITTTWON
oTtnv moBoyéveia Tou PakTnpiov.
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EMIAETMENEX ANAKOINQXEIX EAAHNQN EPEYNHTON

® ANAIITY=H MEOGOAOY PCR A TON INMOAAANAAZIAZMO ME YWHAH MIZTOTHTA
OAOKAHPOY TOY FONIAIOY THX MPOQTEINHX CagA

K. Mamabddkog’, E. MavayiwTtomovAov’, B. Martinez!, 2. MixdmouAog?, E. Xat{nAoukdg?,
A. Xyoupag' kau A. MevTig’

'Epy. laTpikrig MikpofioAoyiag EAAnviké IvoTiToUTo MNaoTép, ABrva, 2faoTpevTepoAoyikr) Mova-
60, TTINA AAe€avdpa, ABrva, *Turua BioAoyikdv Epappoywdv kon TexvoAoyidyv, MavetmioTipio
loavvivwv

Zkomdg: MNa va peAetrioovpe Tnv Taboyévela Tng TpwTeivng CagA XpeIGoTnKE
va TTpooUpe og TTOAAGTTAAGIOOHS KAl KAWVOTTONar 0AGKANPOUL Tou Yovidiou Trou Thnv
kwdIkoToIEl. ‘Opws, auTé aroTeAEl pIal TTPOKANON AGYw TOL pEYGAOL HEYEBOLG KOl
TNG TTOAVHOPPIKGTNTOG TOL Yovidiov oTnVv 3’ TEPIOYH TOU.

YAik6-M£0080g: Xpnoipotromonke yevwpiké DNA a1ré 600 100yoviSiokd oTeAéXn
(alcag4-1 kou alcag4-4) Tou aTTOHOVAONKOV 0TS TOV 510 0oBEVH KOl EKPPALOLY TIPWTEIVN
CagA pe 3 kai 5 6€oeig pwagopuinong EPIYA avtioTorya. MNa Tov ToAaTAGoIoopd
Xpnoipotroionke vpnArg moToTnToG Vent DNA roAupepdion (N.E. Biolabs). EmAéxOnkov
eKKIVNTEG Béoel dnpooieupévmv cAANAOLXIWV YovISiwv cagA kol OXeSIGOTNKAV ETTITTAEOV
EKKIVNTEG TTOL TrEpIEAGUPavay BETEI§ avayvadpiong TTepIopIoTIKOL ev{Upou Age | yia
TNV KAWVOTTOMON TOU TTPOoiGvVTOG Og TIAACHIBIOKS opéa Ekppaons pPCDNA3.1. ‘Eyive
BeATioToTroinon Twv ouvlnkwv Tng PCR pe xprjon kukAotroinTr] Mastercycler Gradient
(Eppendorf), pe okotré TV eAaI0TOTTOMON TWV TOP&E-TIPOIGVTWV TNG avTIdpAONS.
H moTtétnTa Tou TTOAAATIAGCIGOHOD eAEYXONKe HE avEyvmor TG GAANAoviog Twv
TPOI6vTwV o€ YeVETIKG avaAuTri CEQ8000 (Beckmann).

AmroTedéoparta: AokipdoTnkav SiagopeTikég ouvorkes PCR wg pog Tn Beppo-
kpooion LBPIGIoPOL TwV ekKIVNTAV (40-70°C) KABDG Kal TIG OLYKEVTPWOEIG MgSO,
(2, 4, 6 ko 8 mM) kau ekkivnT@v (0,1-1,0uM). EAGxI0Tn epgpdévion TTop&-TrpoidvTwv
emTeLXONKE O€ BeppoKpaTia LEPISIGHOV eKKIVNTWOVY 61 ° C yIX TOUG KAVOVIKOUS EKKIVN-
TEG Ka 62 °C YIo TOUG EKKIVINTEG HE BETEIG AVOYVDPIONS TTEPIOPIaTIKOD eviipou Age 1.
KoAUTepog €161KEG TTOAAXTTAOCIOOHGS ETMTEVYONKE YIX CUYKEVTPwWOT 8MmM 16vTwv Mg.
TéXog emAEXONKE OLYKEVTPWOT EKKIVINTOV 250pM Kol yIa TIG S0 TTEPITITMOOEIG TWV
eLY®V TWV EKKIVNTOV. Mg QUTEG TIG OLUVOKEG TTOAMOTTIAGCIGOTNKE ETTITUXWDG THAHX
DNA pe 1o TrpofAetrépevo priikog Ko yio Ta 600 oTeAéxn (alcag4-1: 3564 Bdoeig kai
alcag4-4: 3764 Baoeig).

Zupmépaopa: AvoTrTOXONKe Ko BEATIOTOTTOI|ONKE ETTITUXWDS HIX OTTITNTIKY PE-
00605 aALOI6WTHG AVTIBPOIONG TTOALHEPAONS YIO TOV TIOAMATTAGCIOOHS HE TMOTOTNTA
0AGKANpoUL ToL Yovibiov TTou kwdikoTrolel TNV TpwTEivn CagA. To TPoidv KAwvoTToIN-
BnKe EMITUXWOG O TTAXOHISIAKOUS POPEIG TIPWTEIVIKAG EKPPAONS YIO TNV TTEPAITEP®
poplakn diepebvnon Tov péAov TnG CagA TTPwWTEIVNG, HETG TG EKPPATT 08 YOOTPIKG
£MONAIOKG KOTTOPAL.
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EMIAETMENEX ANAKOINQXEIX EAAHNQN EPEYNHTON

® MEOOAOZX TAXEIAZ OYPEAZHX (CLO TEST): MOXO AZIOMIZTH EINAI XTA
MAIAIA;

A. Povumravny’, I. MNoyouAa’, A. [MoAvlog’, I. MavaryiddTou?, A. Kwvotavividow?, A. XyoUpac®,
E. Aaykdva', E. Pua- MNavvikou’

A’ Naudiarpikr) Khivikr Mavetiotnuiov ABnvav, 2MadoAoyoavaTtopiké Tprfjpa Noo. Maidwv «H
Ayia Zogian, *Epy. latp. MikpopioAoyiag E.I MoaoTép

Zkomdg: O poodiopiopds TnG evaiodnaoiag kal Tng e18IKGTNTAg Tou CLO test o
oUYKpIoN e TNV atmopévwan Tou H. pylori (Hp) otn Pioia, KaAAIEpyeIax I0TOU Ko )
GUOXETION TOU pe TO BaKTNPISIOKS POPTIO, TNV EVEPYSTNTA TNG YROTPITIOOG KAl TV
Trapouoia 0lIdiwv 0To TTUAWPIKS GvTpo.

YAIKO ko p€0080g: MeAeTriOnKav avoadpopikd Tor amoTeAéopaTa 3459 yaoTpo-
OKOTIAOEWV TToU €yIvav To TEAevTaior 18 Xpdvia (1989-2006). Xav Gold standard pé-
B0d0g yia TNV S1Gyvwon Tng Aoipwéng amd Hp xpnoipotoiiénke n KoAAIEpyeiax 10TO0
TTUAWPIKOL GvTpou f/kai Pioyia. H Tadivéunon Tng yaoTpiTidag £yive oOH@mva Pe TO
TpotroTroinpévo oboTnpa Sidney. Aoipwén Hp efyav 480 Traidig nAikiag 6 pnvav éwg
15 eTdv (mean 10,4%3,3 SD €1n), CLO test €yive og 450 Toudid.

Amotedéoparta: Xe 393/450 raudig To CLO test ATav BeTIKG, evad o€ 57 (12,6%)
Pevdds apvnTiké (evauobnoia: 87,3%, eldIkédTNTA: 97,9%). ELOIGONOIC IGTOAOYIKI|G
95%, koAI€pyeiag 94%. H mBavoTNTa YIa PeLOWDG APVNTIKG OTTOTEAETUO HEIDOVETO
pe TNV avénon Tou PakTnpidiakol popTiov (p <0,01). Olidia eiyav 264 TraIdI& (55%).
To CLO fiTav BeTIk6 010 58,3% Twv Trandiwv pe olidia ko 41,7% xwpis (p <0,05). ZTa-
TIOTIK& ONHAVTIKI [TAV 1] GUOXETION TTAPOLOING 0lISiwV KAl EVEPYSTNTOAS TNG VOOOU
(p <0,016). Agv TTapaATNPAONKE ONUAVTIKY dSIXPOPG OTN CLOXETION HE QIHOPPOYIT
memTIKOOU (CLO+ 86% pe aigoppayia kai 87% xwpis, p >0,05). To avénpévo mooo-
oT6 (19,4%) Pevdwg apvnTiK®Y CLO ot Trandig <5 TV dev aredeiydn OTATIOTIKWOS
onpavTikS (p >0,05). To CLO test amodeixBnke Pevdwg BeTIKG 0TO 2,1%.

Zupmépaocpa: To CLO test €xer vpnAr eI8IKETNTA, GAA& LTTOAEITTETON OE ELAI-
oBnoia oLYKPITIKG pe T Progiar ko KOAMEPYEIX IGTOU KOl TTPETTEL VO XPIOIHOTTOIEITXI
o€ oLUVOLOOUGS pe TIG dVO AUVTEG PeBGOOLS YiIor TNV AbENON TNG ELVAICONTIOG YIX TN
diatrioTwon Tng Aoipwéng aé Hp ota TraidId.
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EMIAETMENEX ANAKOINQXEIX EAAHNQN EPEYNHTON

® AZIOAOIHXZH THX EYAIZXOHZXZIAXZ KAINIKON XTEAEXQN HELICOBACTER PYLORI
(HP) XTH AEBO®AO=AZINH

B. Martinez-Gonzalez', E.I. lNavayiwtotrovAov’, K. MNamaddkog’, I. MNayoUGAd?, E. Pwuo?,
2. Mixémrouvdog?®, A. XyoUpag’ kar A. Mevtrig’

'Epy. latpikis MikpoPioAoyiag, E.I. MooTép, FaoTpevrepoloyikég KAvikég 2Noa. Maidwv «Ayia
Yoion Kail *Noo. «AAeE&vOpan»

Zkomog: H AeopAoSaaivn (LE), pia pBopiokivoAévn 3ng yevids £xel TTpoToBEl yia
2" ko 3™ ypoppnis Bepatreia ekpidwang Touv Hp. 2koTrég TG TApoVOoaS EPYRTIG ATV
n a&loAéynon Twv emmédwv avtoxris oTnv LE KAIVIK®OV 0TEAEXDV Hp amTopHovmpévmy
atré TaIdI& Kol EVAAIKES.

YAk ka1 M€00dog: E€eTaoTnkav 104 kAvikG oTeAéxn Hp, 75 a1rd evijAikeg oTn
TIAEIOYPNPIC TOUG HE I0TOPIKS HIOG TOUAGXIOTOV AITTOTUXNHEVNS EKPICwONG Kail 29 a1
Toudid e CUPTITOHOTA eTTYaoTpaAyiag. H pétpnon Tng evaiodnoiog ot LE €yive pe
TNV péBodo E-test (Spio evaiodnaiag 8ug/ml). AkoAovBnoe CLUOXETION pE TA ETTITTESO
QAvVTOXNS TWV OTEAEXWDV Kal oTnV KAapiBpopukiv (CH) kai otn peTpovidaloAn (MZ).

Amrotedéoparta: Evvéa oTedéxn (8,7%) Bpédnkav avBekTikG 0T LE, oré To otroicx
8 (10,7%) poépxovTav o1rd eviAikes Kot 1 (3,4%) omrd Taudi&. ETTé atmd Tor 9 oTeAéxn
(77,8%) Trapovcicoav TaUTOXpova avToxn kal oTn MZ kail otnv CH kai rpoépyovtav
OAa aTré eVAAIKES.

21eAéxn Hp avOeKTIKG

CH Mz MZ+CH
LE avOekTIK& 1 1 7
LE evaiobnra 18 16 40

Zupmepdopara: H avroxr oTn LE oTeAexwdv Hp amd maibid eivon apnAr] Kai KIVeiTol
oTa eTiTeda TOL 3%. AvTIBeTa 08 OTEAEXN evnAikwV Ta eTTITEST avTOXIS KIVOUVTQl
010 10% Kol €ival TTOPEHPEPEPT PE QUTA TTOU £XOLV AVOPEPDE 0€ GAAEG EVPWTTAIKES
XOPES. AUTG TOr OTEAEXN TG eVNATKOLG TTAPOLTICAY TALTOXPOVN AVTOXI] KOl O
MZ kon CH, amoTéAeopa TG picig TOVAGXIOTOV aTTOTUXNHEVNS BepaTreing ekpilwong.
H LE 8a ptropoloe va atroTeAEoel avTIPIOTIKG eTTIAOYNS Yia Bepatreion ekpilwong 21
[ 3™ YPOPHAS LTTG TNV TTPOVTTOBEDT OTI £XEI TTPOCOIOPIOTEN 1] ELAICONTI TWV VTG
eKPICwOT OTEAEXWV OE QUTHV.
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EMIAETMENEX ANAKOINQXEIX EAAHNQN EPEYNHTON

AOIMQZ=H AINO EAIKOBAKTHPIAIO TOY INMYAQPOY XE MMAIAIA XTHN EAAAAA:
EMIAHMIOAOTIKA KAI KAINIKA AEAOMENA

1. MayovAa’, A. Pouutrévn', A. lNMoAvdog’, I. MNavayitou’, A. KwvotavTivibov?, @.
MoAopidov’, K. ABavaodkn’, B. Martinez?, E. Pwua-Tavvikou'

'A’ Naudiarpikr) Khivikr Mavemiotnuiov ABnvav, 2Madoroyoavartouiké Tprjpa Noo. Maidwv «H
Ayia Zogiaw, *Epy. latp. MikpopioAoyiag E.I MoaoTép

ZkomdG: H peAétn Towv emdnpioAoyikdv dedopévav kal TnG KAIVIKHG ekdfAwong
TNs Aoipwéng amé Helicobacter pylori (Hp) ot roudid.

YAik6-M£0080g: MeAeTriBnKaV avadpopikG 3459 TTaidIG TTOL YOO TPOOKOTIBNKOV
TN Xpovikn epiodo 1989-2006 kot TaIvopriBnKav og TTAOXOVTES Kail ki a6 Hp Aofpwén
pe Ta kaBopiopéva KpIThApIa: 10ToAoYIKN e€€Taan, CLO test, Ko/} KAAMEPYEIQ 1I0TOD.
KaTtaypdigpnke n xpovoloyia yaoTpooKkOTong Kai 1 €BVIKGTNTA 0TO OUVOAO, EVX N
NAIKIQ, To @UAO Kol 1] KAIVIKH EIKGVA HOVO 0TOUG TTAOX0VTEG OTrd Hp Aoipwén.

Amrotedéoparta: Hp Aoipwén diamoTtwdnke oe 480 oudid (14%), péong nAikiog
10,4+3,3 SD €tn (252 ayopia), 456/480 (95%) fTav eAAnvikAg kataywyns. EE av-
TAV, T0 62,5% TwV TTAISIDOV QVEPEPE ETTIYAOTPOAYIR, 24% SUOTTETTIK& EVOXAHOTO,
11,7% ko1Aioké &Ayos, 10% aipgoppayia TETITIKOU, 5,4% OTMOO0CTEPVIKG KAVOOG, KOl
1,25% duooopia oTOpaTOG. XTEAEXN Hp avevpébnkav «Tuxaion o€ YAOoTPIKES Plowieg
8 audidv (1,67%) mov eAEYXBNKaV Yia KIpooUG 0100¢pGyouL 1 HETG GTIé KATATTOOT
KavoTIKAG ovoiag, 10 Taidiwdv pe IONE (2%) kot 8 Toudidv pe KOIAIOKAKN (1,67%).
ETri Tou ouvéAov Twv EAAfvwv TToU YOOTPOOKOTIHBNKAV 0v& €TOG, TO TTOCOOTS TWV
TTOOXOVTWV HEIOONKE a6 27% To 1989 o€ 8% To 2006 Kot 1 Siopopa ival OTATIOTI-
k& onpavTikg (p <0,05), evad €keivo €T TOU CUVOAOL TWV GAAODATTWOV TTOPEPEIVE OFE
LVPNAG etrireda (25%, p=NS).

Zupmepdoparta: H emyaoTpodyio ATav n KOpia KAVIKY ekdfjAwon tng Hp Aoi-
pwéns. To Too00Té Twv EAM VWV TTOOXOVTWY HEIOONKE ONHOVTIKG PE TNV TT&Podo
TWV ETWOV MOAVAE AGYw TNG BEATIWONG TWV CUVONKWY LYIEIVHG, EVG EKEIVO TWV OAAO-
damrav mapépeive LPNAGS. O éleyxos yia Hp Aoipwdn emPdMeTar o€ kGBe Toudi Tou
UTTOBGAAETOI OE YOO TPOOKGTINGN YIO VO HEIWBET 0 KIVOLUVOG TTapapovii§ Tou pikpoBiou
£’ 6pouv (wns.
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